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Panoply 

• Panoply is an open source software to read and view netCDF, HDF, and GRIB 
data. It can be downloaded and installed from the NASA GISS website: 
– https://www.giss.nasa.gov/tools/panoply/download/

https://www.giss.nasa.gov/tools/panoply/download/
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Panoply 
https://www.giss.nasa.gov/tools/panoply/

https://www.giss.nasa.gov/tools/panoply/
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Panoply Tutorial

• https://www.geo.uni-
bremen.de/Interdynamik/images/s
tories/pdf/visualizing_netcdf_pano
ply.pdf

https://www.geo.uni-bremen.de/Interdynamik/images/stories/pdf/visualizing_netcdf_panoply.pdf
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Part 1 – Map MODIS 10 km Aerosol Data

• Display 
AOD_550_Dark_Target_Deep_Blue_Co
mbined sds from the following data file 
in your directory
MOD04_L2.A2015265.0325.061.2017322
224258.hdf

(If data file is not in the dir., download 
data by clicking 
https://ladsweb.modaps.eosdis.nasa.g
ov/archive/allData/61/MOD04_L2/201
5/265/MOD04_L2.A2015265.0325.061.20
17322224258.hdf

• Save the output map as a .png file 

https://ladsweb.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/archive/allData/61/MOD04_L2/2015/265/MOD04_L2.A2015265.0325.061.2017322224258.hdf
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Part 2 – Map MODIS 3 km Aerosol Data

• Display 
Image_Optical_Depth_Land_Ocean
sds from the following data file in your 
directory

MOD04_3K.A2015265.0325.061.201732222391
9.hdf 

(If data file is not in the dir., download 
data by clicking 

• https://ladsweb.modaps.eosdis.nasa.g
ov/archive/allData/61/MOD04_3K/201
5/265/MOD04_3K.A2015265.0325.061.2
017322223919.hdf

• Save the output map as a .png file 

https://ladsweb.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/archive/allData/61/MOD04_3K/2015/265/MOD04_3K.A2015265.0325.061.2017322223919.hdf
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Part 3 – Map MODIS 1 Degree Monthly Mean Aerosol Data

• Display 
Aerosol_Optical_Depth_Land_Mean
_Mean sds from the following data 
file in your directory

• MOD08_M3.A2015244.061.2017323024455.h
df
(If data file is not in the dir., 
download data by clicking 
• https://ladsweb.modaps.eosdis.nas

a.gov/archive/allData/61/MOD08_
M3/2015/244/MOD08_M3.A2015244.
061.2017323024455.hdf

• Save the output map as a .png file 

https://ladsweb.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/archive/allData/61/MOD08_M3/2015/244/MOD08_M3.A2015244.061.2017323024455.hdf
https://ladsweb.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/archive/allData/61/MOD08_M3/2015/244/MOD08_M3.A2015244.061.2017323024455.hdf

