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OceanColor Science Software (OCSSW)

• Once the SeaDAS visualization package 
is successfully installed on your machine, 
visit the OCSSW page for details about 
installing the OCSSW processing 
components for SeaDAS: 
https://seadas.gsfc.nasa.gov/downloads
/#seadas-processing-programs-and-
source-code

https://oceandata.sci.gsfc.nasa.gov/

https://seadas.gsfc.nasa.gov/downloads/
https://oceandata.sci.gsfc.nasa.gov/
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System Requirements for SeaDAS-OCSSW

• After launching the SeaDAS application, go to 
the menu bar and select: 
SeaDAS-OCSSW > Install/Update OC Processors 
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• The Install/Update OCSSW GUI initially 
displays a default window, as shown in 
the image on the right. 

• Select the local installation directory 
(same directory where SeaDAS is 
installed) and Mission Data files to be 
included in the installation. 

• If the data files of a mission already exist 
in the system, the checkbox for that 
mission will be selected in the initial 
screen. Users can leave missions selected 
for an update or deselect to skip its 
installation.

• Check the Clean Install option.
• Once finished click Run.

*Make sure modisa, modist, viirsn, and viirsj1 are selected 
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Troubleshooting OCSSW Installation

• A common error message received on a Mac OS when 
installing/updating the OCSSW processing components is: 
ModuleNotFoundError: No module named ‘requests’.

• Requests library (2.18.0 or greater) must be installed with Python v3.x 

https://docs.python-requests.org/en/latest/
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Troubleshooting OCSSW Installation

• To verify the requirements are met for installation, run the following 
commands in your Terminal shell.

• which python3 (command displays the file path to your Python directory)

• python3 --version (command displays the version of Python)

• pip3 show requests (command displays the version of ‘requests’ library 
installed along with other information such as location of install)
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Troubleshooting OCSSW Installation

• If the ‘requests’ library is not installed, run the following commands to install 
the library:

• python3 -m pip install --upgrade pip setuptools wheel

• python3 -m pip install requests

• Return to slides 3 & 4 and repeat the steps to install the OC Processors.
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Troubleshooting OCSSW Installation

• If you are still receiving the error message 
ModuleNotFoundError: No module named 
‘requests’, this could have to do with 
SeaDAS pointing to a different Python3 
installed on your machine.

• To confirm this, launch the SeaDAS
application and under SeaDAS-OCSSW in 
the menu bar, select SeaDAS/System Info… 
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Troubleshooting OCSSW Installation

• Scroll through the SeaDAS system 
information and find the directory 
path to Python3 SeaDAS is pointing to.

• If the directory path to Python3 in 
SeaDAS is different than the directory 
path provided when running the 
Terminal command which python, this 
could explain why the ‘requests’ 
library is not being found and you are 
receiving an error message.
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Troubleshooting OCSSW Installation

• To resolve the issue, try running the following command in your 
Terminal shell (e.g., from the previous slide, SeaDAS is pointing to the 
Python3 directory, /usr/bin/python3, therefore, run the command):
/usr/bin/python3 -m pip install requests

• Return to slides 3 & 4 and repeat the steps to install the OC Processors.


